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Abstract

The processing of continuous and complex auditory signals such as speech relies on the
ability to use statistical cues (e.g. transitional probabilities). In this study, participants heard
short auditory sequences composed either of Italian syllables or bird songs and completed
a regularity-rating task. Behaviorally, participants were better at differentiating between lev-
els of regularity in the syllable sequences than in the bird song sequences. Inter-individual
differences in sensitivity to regularity for speech stimuli were correlated with variations in
surface-based cortical thickness (CT). These correlations were found in several cortical
areas including regions previously associated with statistical structure processing (e.g.
bilateral superior temporal sulcus, left precentral sulcus and inferior frontal gyrus), as well
other regions (e.g. left insula, bilateral superior frontal gyrus/sulcus and supramarginal
gyrus). In all regions, this correlation was positive suggesting that thicker cortex is related to
higher sensitivity to variations in the statistical structure of auditory sequences. Overall,
these results suggest that inter-individual differences in CT within a distributed network of
cortical regions involved in statistical structure processing, attention and memory is predic-
tive of the ability to detect structural structure in auditory speech sequences.

Introduction

Auditory perception is a difficult task that involves the ability to process regularities (i.e. statis-
tical structure) to make predictions about upcoming sounds. This ability relies, at least in part,
on detecting the probabilities in which events co-occur [1, 2]. Transitional probabilities (TP)
provide information regarding the regularity of auditory signals; this information can be used
to predict upcoming sounds. The ability to detect TP is therefore a very important mechanism
in the processing of auditory signals, both for language learning and language processing. In
fact, the paradigmatic case is that of language acquisition during which children learn to use
TP and other cues to segment speech into words, words into syllables, and syllables into pho-
nemes. Indeed, from an early age, children are sensitive to TP in speech [3-6] and non-speech
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auditory signal [4]. Adults are also sensitive to TP in speech [7, 8] and non-speech auditory sig-
nals [4, 9-11], which suggests a general auditory competence, not specific to speech [4, 9-14].
Different underlying mechanisms have been proposed to account for these results. While some
have proposed that TP and other statistics are computed/extracted online [4, 15] others have
proposed that “chunking” mechanisms, dependent upon attention, memory and associative
learning [16], underlie the apparent sensitivity to statistical structure. However, both
approaches suggest that there is sensitivity to statistical regularities [17]. That is, the statistical
structure of incoming auditory inputs must be detected.

Prior work using functional neuroimaging has identified the inferior frontal cortex (IFC),
the superior temporal plane (STP), as well as subcortical regions (basal ganglia; BG) as sensitive
to auditory statistical structure such as TP [18-27]. For example, regions within the frontal cor-
tex, including the middle frontal gyrus (MFG) and the ventral premotor cortex (PMv), are sen-
sitive to changes in perceived order in sequences of pure tones [18, 28], whereas the inferior
frontal gyrus (IFG) is sensitive to TP in sequences of pure tones [22] and in syllable sequences
in an artificial language [26]. Regions within the supratemporal plane are sensitive to TP in
auditory tone sequences [22, 25], in bird songs [23] and in syllable sequences [21, 23, 29], as
well as the sample entropy of pitch sequences [20]. Subcortical regions such as the BG are
recruited during sequential structure learning using different modalities (e.g. visual, auditory
and tactile) in which probabilistic relationships are manipulated [27, 30, 31].

While the relation between the processing of statistical structure and brain function has
been studied extensively using fMRI, the relationship (if any) between brain anatomy and the
processing of statistical structure remains poorly understood. Investigating this relationship
might provide valuable insights into the underlying mechanisms involved in the processing of
statistical structure, as gray matter is composed of neurons (including dendritic trees and
spines), which are the building blocks in the transmission of information and brain functions.
In fact, a recent review by Kanai and Rees [32] clearly demonstrates that brain morphometry
has been repeatedly linked to inter-individual differences in numerous capacities (ranging
from basic to higher cognitive functions). Specifically for language, two studies have demon-
strated, using diffusion tensor imaging (DTI), that microstructural brain differences (i.e. integ-
rity of white matter fiber tracts) predicted competencies often related to statistical learning;
specifically, word-learning skills such as segmentation and rule learning [33, 34]. In these stud-
ies, increased fractional anisotropy or radial diffusivity was associated with better performance
(i.e. less errors). Such results document a relationship between neurostructural differences and
behavioral differences in performance on statistical learning abilities in healthy adults.

Other studies focusing on the more general relationship between brain structure and lan-
guage or speech functions have also predominantly reported positive correlation between brain
structure and performance. For example, with regards to auditory processing, it has been
shown that musicians have greater CT in superior temporal surfaces than non-musicians [35].
In addition, relative pitch performance is predicted by higher CT in the bilateral intraparietal
sulcus [36]. Other morphometric measures, such as white matter volume (WMYV) and gray
matter volume (GMYV), also correlate with specific abilities. Successful learning of artificial
grammars correlates with white matter integrity in left IFG (BA 44/45) [37]. In addition, suc-
cessful learning of foreign speech sounds is correlated with higher WMV volume in the left
Heschl’s gyrus (HG) [38] and bilaterally in a region anterior to the parietal-occipital sulcus
[39], while successful learning of pitch patterns in word contexts is correlated with GMV in the
left HG [40]. The structural differences observed in HG are in agreement with functional (i.e.
increased activity) and structural differences (i.e. increase gray matter volume) that have been
observed in individuals with good auditory perception, such as musicians [35, 41, 42]. Taken
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together, these studies demonstrate that structural brain imaging is a powerful tool for investi-
gating the neural organization of auditory and language performance.

Expanding on our prior work [23], here we examined whether cortical thickness (CT) corre-
lates with sensitivity to statistical structure in auditory sequences. In our previous fMRI study,
we reported that during passive listening, several brain regions, mainly within the superior
temporal plane, were sensitive to the statistical structure of auditory sequences. In contrast,
here we focused on the relationship between CT, a measure of the depth of the cortical mantle
[43, 44] and an explicit measure of sensitivity to statistical structure. Since a few prior studies
have documented converging results between structural and functional neuroimaging ([33, 45,
46], but see also [47, 48]), here we expected that inter-subject variability in the ability to differ-
entiate different levels of statistical structure would positively correlate with CT in regions
including IFG, MFG, PMyv, STP, and BG. We also expected to find positive correlations in
regions not typically identified in fMRI studies of statistical structure processing, as the ability
to detect/perceive different levels of statistical structure may also draw on cognitive processes
such as working memory and attention [2, 16, 49] not necessarily involved in more implicit
tasks.

Materials and Methods
Participants

Twenty healthy right-handed [50] native speakers of Italian (9 females; 24+4.5 years (range:
18-40), education: 17.1+3.64 years), with normal self-reported hearing, and no history of lan-
guage or neurological/neuropsychological disorders participated in this study. We report data
from 18 participants as two participants were removed because the FreeSurfer analyses were
lost in a hardware crash and could not be replicated with the same computers and software ver-
sions. The study was approved by the Human research ethics committee of the University of
Trento in Italy. Written consent was obtained from all participants.

Stimuli and Procedures

The stimuli were sequences of speech and non-speech sounds. The individual sounds that were
concatenated into sequences were recorded with a sampling rate of 44 kHz, and edited to have
an envelope of 225 ms, +15 ms fade in and fade out, and equal root mean square (RMS) inten-
sity. A complete description of the stimuli can be found in Tremblay et al., [23]. The speech
sounds were 70 Italian frequent consonant-vowel (CV) syllables. These syllables were com-
posed of combinations of five vowels (/a, e, 1, 0, u/) and twenty-four consonants. A native male
Italian speaker pronounced these syllables in a sound-attenuated booth; they were recorded
directly to disk. The non-speech stimuli were 70 unique bird sounds created from a high qual-
ity digital collection of bird sounds recorded at 44 KHz, and commercially available on iTunes
(The Ultimate Sound Effects Collection: Birds; 2010 by HDsoundFX). Bird sounds were used
because, like speech, they form a natural class of spectrally complex sounds.

For each category of stimuli (speech, non-speech), sequences of 8.8 seconds were created
with 3 different levels of statistical structure (low, mid, high). For each category, a set of 63
unique sequences was generated. Each sequence contained four different sounds that were
repeated 8 times within individual sequence, resulting in sequences of 32 sounds. Within indi-
vidual sequences, sounds were separated by 50 ms of silence and presented at a rate of 3.6 Hz.
To optimize discriminability, each speech sequence included 4 maximally different (acousti-
cally) consonants and vowels, and each bird sound sequence contained 4 sounds from different
bird species.
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Formally, the statistical structure of the sequences was determined by transition probability
(TP) matrices, which were manipulated experimentally. The sequences ranged from random
(i.e. lack of statistical structure) to highly structured in three levels (low, mid, high). Each level
was associated with a different degree of Markov Entropy (ME). ME is a measure of unpredict-
ability: the more predictable a sequence is, the lower its ME value. In the low structure condi-
tion, each item was equally likely to appear at any point independently of the previously
presented item (mean+SD ME = 1.84+.03; range: 1.8-1.9). It was thus impossible for partici-
pants to form correct expectations. In the mid structure (mean+SD ME = 1.51+.018; range
1.48-1.53) and high structure sequences (mean+SD ME =.79+.012; range: 0.78-0.81), the TP
matrices were more constrained, which allowed participants to form expectations about
upcoming sounds (audio excerpts can be found in S1 Text). The overall proportion of self-rep-
etitions was set at 25% within all three types of sequences. This was done to control for repeti-
tion suppression effects [51-53]. In addition, in all conditions the marginal frequencies of the
four stimuli were identically set to 25%; thus the only differentiating factor were transition
probability constraints (i.e., Shannon’s entropy was identical in all conditions, refer to Table 1).
This experimental manipulation resulted in two within-subject factors: statistical structure (3
levels) and auditory category (2 levels).

Behavioral task and responses

Participants were first introduced to the syllables and bird sounds, to avoid any surprise effect
during the main experiment and then they heard the 126 unique sequences during a passive lis-
tening task performed during a fMRI session (reported in [23]). Following the MRI session,
participants were presented again with the same sequences while seated comfortably in front of
a computer monitor, wearing a high quality headset through which the sound sequences were
presented in random order using Presentation Software (Neurobehavioral Systems). On each
trial, participants were asked to rate the degree of statistical structure (Regularity Sensitivity;
RS) perceived in the sequences (scale of 1 [not structured] to 7 [highly structured]), and in 40%
of all trials, they were also asked how many distinct sounds they perceived in the sequence,

Table 1. Transition probability matrix for the 3 levels of regularity.

TP matrix used to construct the highly structured sequences(Markov Entropy = 0.81)

From/To Sound B Sound C Sound D
Sound A 75% 0% 0%
Sound B 25% 75% 0%
Sound C 0% 25% 75%
Sound D 0% 0% 25%
TP matrix used to construct the highly semi-structure sequences (Markov Entropy = 1.49)
From/To Sound B Sound C Sound D
Sound A 37.50% 37.50% 0%
Sound B 25% 37.50% 37.50%
Sound C 0% 25% 37.50%
Sound D 37.50% 0% 25%
TP matrix used to construct the highly semi-random sequences (Markov Entropy = 1.90)
From/To Sound B Sound C Sound D
Sound A 25% 25% 25%
Sound B 25% 25% 25%
Sound C 25% 25% 25%
Sound D 25% 25% 25%

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.1001
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Regularity rating task

5 () On a scale of 1-7, how
Trial # ;'% “ “ “ o regular is the sequence?

1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 8000 9000 10000 12000
Time in milliseconds

Fig 1. Experimental design. The trial number was displayed for 1000 ms and was followed by the an auditory sequence which lasted for 8800 ms. A
question mark then appeared triggering participants to determine sequence regularity on a scale of 1 to 7.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.g001

similarly rated using a 1-7 scale (See Fig 1). Participants were told that sequences containing
repeating, predictable patterns (the following example PA-TA-KA-PA-TA-KA-PA-TA-KA
was given) should be rated as highly structured (close to seven), while random, unpredictable
sequences should be rated low (close to one). Here, we focus on the analysis of statistical struc-
ture ratings (RS) because it offers insights into participants’ ability to detect changes in statisti-
cal structure in speech and non-speech sound sequences—i.e., to successfully differentiate
between series solely on the basis of the transition constraints between sounds. Given that, to
our knowledge, the RS scale has not been used in prior work, we assessed its internal consis-
tency for each level of statistical structure (high, mid, low) for speech and non-speech sounds
separately using a split-half reliability procedure [54]. That is, within each auditory category,
for each level of statistical structure, we separated the odd trials from the even trials. We then
calculated the split half coefficient for each level of statistical structure. The rating scale has
good internal consistency for each level of statistical structure for speech and non-speech
sounds (speech: high o = .95, mid o = .95, low o = .93; non-speech: high o = .73, mid o = .93,
low = .89).

For each auditory category (i.e. speech and non-speech) we used a repeated measures ordi-
nal logistic regression (rmOLR) at the group level to determine whether participants’ RS rat-
ings could be predicted from the three levels of statistical structure (i.e. high, mid, low). First,
for each participant, we calculated their average rating for each of the three levels of statistical
structure (high, mid, low). Then, the average rating obtained for each statistical structure level
was rounded to the nearest integer. Before running the rmOLR, we tested the assumption of
collinearity using a linear regression with the ratings of statistical structure as the dependent
variable and the actual level of statistical structure (high, mid, and low) as the independent var-
iable. We found no violation of this assumption (Speech High: Tolerance = 0.789, VIF = 1.267;
Speech Mid: Tolerance = 0.789, VIF = 1.267; Non-speech High: Tolerance = 0.789, VIF =
1.267; Non-speech Mid: Tolerance = 0.789, VIF = 1.267). Next we verified whether the assump-
tion of proportional odds was met using a full likelihood ratio test comparing the residual of
the fitted location model to a model with varying location parameters, (speech: x*(4) = 9.033,
p = 0.340; non-speech: x*(4) = 1.710, p = 0.789).

A rmOLR was then performed to evaluate sensitivity to statistical structure separately for
the speech and bird-song, with participants’ RS ratings as the dependent variable and statistical
structure levels (3) as the within-subject independent variable. For the speech sequences, the
results from the rmOLR indicated a strong relation between participants’ ratings and statistical
structure, Wald z*(2) = 19.688, p = 0.00005. This was shown statistically in that the odds ratio
for being in a higher category of the dependent variable (i.e. higher rating on the 7 point scale)
for the high versus low level of statistical structure was 34.34 (95% CI [7.2, 163.82]), which was
statistically significant, Wald x*(1) = 19.68, p = 0.000009. Similarly, the odds ratio of being in a
higher category of the dependent variable for the mid versus low level of statistical structure
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and for the high versus mid level of statistical structure were also statistically significant (mid-
low odds ratio = 1.839, 95% CI [1.02, 3.29], Wald y*(1) = 4.17, p = 0.041; high-mid odds

ratio = 18.68, 95% CI [4.59 76.07], Wald x*(1) = 16.7, p = 0.00004). To summarize, for the
speech sequences, participants’ ratings tracked the level of regularity, and differentiated the
high from mid-regularity levels as well as the mid from low-regularity levels.

For the non-speech sequences, the results from the rmOLR indicated that the level of actual
statistical structure influenced the ratings, Wald y*(2) = 13.93, p = 0.001. However, we found
that participants appeared to discriminate the high regularity from the other two conditions,
but did not discriminate the mid-regularity and low-regularity conditions. Statistically, this
was seen in that the odds ratio of being in a higher category of the dependent variable was only
statistically significant for the high versus low level of statistical structure (odds ratio = 3.73,
95% CI [1.78, 7.79], Wald y*(1) = 12.22, p = 0.0005) and high versus mid level of statistical
structure (odds ratio = 3.07, 95% CI [1.43, 6.56], Wald;gz(l) =8.31, p = 0.004). For the mid ver-
sus low level of statistical structure the odds ratio of being in a higher category of the dependent
variable was not significant (odds ratio = 1.216, 95% CI [0.58 to 2.57], Wald x*(1) = 0.261,

p =0.61). Thus, unlike for the speech sequences, for the non-speech sequences participant did
not appear to detect the difference in statistical structure between the mid versus low level.
Because of this weaker sensitivity to statistical structure in bird-song sequences, we excluded
the bird songs from the morphometry analyses. The remaining analyses therefore focus on the
relationship between CT and the sensitivity to statistical structure in speech sequences.

After establishing that, at the group level, participants could perceive differences in statisti-
cal structure among the 3 levels for the speech sequences, we derived one index per participant
quantifying the degree to which changes in statistical structure were associated with changes in
ratings. For each participant we calculated, the degree to which ratings predicted the actual
level of statistical structure of a sequence. An ordinal logistic regression (OLR) with ratings as
the dependent variable and statistical structure levels (3) as the independent variable was com-
puted for each participant. This procedure returned a Wald Chi-Square statistics per partici-
pant (the higher the Chi-Square, the more participant’s ratings predicted the level of statistical
structure of the speech sequences). After verifying that the distribution of the Wald Chi-Square
statistics across all subjects was normal, these statistics were used as predictors in the brain-
behavior analysis that forms the core of this study (See Fig 2).

Image acquisition

Two T1-weighted 3D MPRAGE structural images were acquired [1x1x1 mm3, GRAPPA

iPAT = 2, 5:36min each]. One was optimized for optimal contrast [MPRAGE_CNR] between
gray and white matter tissue [TE/TR/TI/flip angle = 4.18ms/2700ms/1020ms/7°] and the other
was optimized for signal to noise ratio [MPRAGE_SNR] in gray and white matter tissue [TE/
TR/TT/lip angle = 3.37 ms / 2500 ms /1200 ms / 12°]. The two were co-registered and averaged
to obtain a single high quality structural image per participant.

MRI Image analysis

Pre-processing of the T1-images. CT measures and subcortical volumetric brain mea-
sures were obtained using Freesurfer v5.3.0 [55-57]. First, a surface representation of each par-
ticipant’s anatomy was created by inflating each hemisphere of the averaged anatomical
volume to a surface representation. The resulting surface representation was aligned to a tem-
plate of average curvature. These surface representations were obtained by submitting each
participant’s structural image to a series of steps that included: (1) motion correction (across
the two volumes) and affine transformation to Talairach space, (2) intensity normalization, (3)
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Distribution of sensititivity index
35

301

251

—_
W

170}
<)
S
]
=
=
T
ot
=
<
=
o
2

—
=)

Fig 2. Distribution of sensitivity coefficients for speech sounds. A. Scatterplot illustrating the distribution
of the Wald chi-square statistics for speech.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.g002

removal of non-brain voxels using skull stripping algorithms, (4) segmentation of gray and
white matter as well as cerebrospinal fluid and (5) surface tessellation. At each step, intermedi-
ate results were inspected and manual interventions were performed when required to correct
topological assignment errors. These included mainly manual annotations to establish white-
matter/gray-matter boundaries (control-point intervention) and manual removal of residual
dura mater or skull. The surface representations were then parcellated using an automated par-
cellation scheme [57, 58]. This scheme relies on a probabilistic algorithm that incorporates the
anatomical convention of Duvernoy [59]. The anatomical accuracy of this method is high and
approaches the accuracy of manual parcellations [57, 60, 61].

Investigation of the relationship between brain morphometry and behavior. Our main
objective was to examine the relationship between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure.
This was accomplished in two ways: (1) by conducting a whole-brain vertex-wise analysis cor-
relating CT with sensitivity to statistical structure, (2) by examining the relationship between
subcortical volumes in relation to sensitivity to statistical structure (these were not included in
the cortical-surface analysis in #1) and (3) by investigating whether mean CT measures within
functionally-defined regions of interest (ROIs) correlated with sensitivity to statistical struc-
ture. We report the analyses in that order.

Whole-brain analyses. Whole-brain CT measures were obtained from FreeSurfer routines
calculating the closest distance from the gray/white boundary to the gray/CSF boundary at
each vertex on the tessellated surface [43]. The CT maps were created using spatial intensity
gradients across tissue classes and are therefore not simply reliant on absolute signal intensity.
We exported the individual maps to SUMA (AFNT’s 3D cortical surface mapping module;
[62]) where we conducted group-level analyses on the surface. Prior to the group-level
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analyses, we smoothed the individual CT data using a 10-mm full-width-at-half-maximum
Heat kernel.

For the whole-brain CT measures, we tested, using a vertex-wise linear regression model
(AFNI covariate analysis option in the 3dttest++ program), whether CT correlated with the
statistical sensitivity index that we derived for each participant. Age was included in the analy-
sis as a covariate to control for the well-established relation between age and CT [63, 64]. We
also conducted an additional vertex-wise linear regression model in which sex was included as
an additional covariate. This analysis is detailed in S2 Text. The resulting group maps were cor-
rected for multiple comparisons using the Monte Carlo simulation procedure implemented in
FreeSurfer. Only areas in which CT significantly correlated with the statistical sensitivity index
were included in the final corrected maps (individual vertex threshold of p < 0.05, corrected
for multiple comparisons to achieve a whole-brain family-wise error (FWE) rate of p < 0.05
(clusters > 437 vertices)).

Subcortical volumes. To examine subcortical structures, we used the automated proce-
dure for volumetric segmentation implemented in FreeSurfer. This procedure relies on the seg-
mentation of subcortical structure, which is based on voxel intensity, spatial comparisons with
a probabilistic training atlas as well as comparisons to neighboring voxel labels [61]. For each
bilateral subcortical structure (thalamus, caudate, putamen, pallidum, hippocampus, amygdala,
nucleus acumbens and cerebellum), a volume measurement was obtained from the native ana-
tomical data. FreeSurfer morphometric procedures have been demonstrated to show good test-
retest reliability across scanner manufacturers and across field strengths [65]. For each subcor-
tical volume, we then examined whether sensitivity to statistical structure predicted volume
using a multiple regression model in which the sensitivity index, age and intracranial volume
were included as predictors. We also conducted additional multiple regressions in which sex
was also included as a predictor. This analysis is detailed in S2 Text. The resulting p-values
were corrected for multiple comparisons using a False Discovery Rate (FDR) procedure (q* =
0.05,1 = 16, 2 hemispheres x 8 ROIs).

Functional ROIs. To further explore the relationship between CT and sensitivity to statis-
tical structure, we created a set of seven masks based on the functional data reported [23].
Masks were based on the regions that showed a significant effect of statistical structure (Fig 3A;
[23]). For each participant, the average thickness of each of the 7 clusters was extracted. For
each ROI, we then examined whether sensitivity to statistical structure predicted CT using a
multiple regression model in which the sensitivity index, and age were included as predictors.

Whole-brain cortical thickness results

Left hemisphere ) - . Right hemisphere

Fig 3. Regions showing a significant relationship between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure. Results are shown on the group-average inflated
white matter inflated surface. All analyses are controlled for multiple comparisons.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.9003
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We also conducted additional multiple regressions in which the sensitivity index, age and sex
were included as predictors. This analysis is detailed in S2 Text. The resulting p-values were
corrected for multiple comparisons using a False Discovery Rate (FDR) procedure (q* = 0.05,
i=7).

Results
Whole-brain results

The whole-brain analysis targeted cortical regions in which CT correlated with participant’s
sensitivity to statistical structure. We identified several regions showing such a correlation, and
importantly, all correlations were positive: thicker cortex was associated with a higher sensitiv-
ity to statistical regularities in auditory syllable sequences. We found such correlations in the
bilateral SMG, the bilateral angular gyrus/superior temporal sulcus (AG/STS), the bilateral
superior frontal gyrus and sulcus (SFG/S), the superior portion of the left precentral sulcus
(PrCS), the left postcentral gyrus and central sulcus (PoCG/CS), the ventral portion of the ante-
rior insula (vAI), the left precentral sulcus and MFG (PrCS/MFG), the IFG pars triangularis
and anterior insula (IFGpt/Al), the right temporal pole and anterior portion of the superior
temporal gyrus (STGa), and the right paracentral gyrus and sulcus (Refer to Figs 3 and 4 and
Table 2, for a complete list).

Analyses of subcortical volume and functional ROls

No relationship was found between GMV and sensitivity to statistical structure in any of the
subcortical structures even at an uncorrected threshold. In addition, no relationship was found
between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure in any of the functional ROIs even at an
uncorrected threshold.

Correlation between sensitivity to statistical structure and

Supramarginal gyrus

cortical thickness

Superior temporal suclus

[J
|
[ ]

L £
5 E
= £
.é‘%
o =
S 3
= £
Q 3
—

Cortical thickness in mm

R’=0.674

Sensitivity index (Wald Chi-Square)

Cortical thickness in mm

Right hemisphere
Cortical thickness in mm

R2=0.645

R?=0.506

Sensitivity index (Wald Chi-Square)

Sensitivity index (Wald Chi-Square)

Fig 4. Scatter plot illustrating the relationship between CT and sensitivity to regularity with age regressed out (the values plotted are the resulting
z-transformed residuals). SMG = supramarginal gyrus; STS = superior temporal sulcus.

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.9004
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Table 2. Clusters where the correlation between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure was statistically significant.

Anatomical location

Hemi x y z T-value P-value Number of nodes Area(mm2)

Angular gyrus, superior temporal sulcus and middle temporal gyrus ~ Left -47 -69 19 5.427  0.00007 1501 394.52
Superior portion of the precentral sulcus Left -20 -20 60 4.277  0.0007 1001 319.17
Superior frontal gyrus and sulcus Left -18 8 59 5.162  0.0001 607 201.29
Postcentral gyrus and central sulcus Left -22 -33 65 4175  0.0008 713 170.01
Anterior ventral insula Lefft -36 -1 -19 4.185 0.0008 775 147.9

Precentral sulcus and middle frontal gyrus Left 29 -4 44 4.499 0.0004 462 134.44
Inferior frontal gyrus pars triangularis and anterior insula Left -50 25 3 4.987  0.0002 599 121.6

Supramarginal gyrus and postcentral sulcus Left -59 -25 26 4.009 0.0011 450 82.7

Supramarginal gyrus and postcentral gyrus Right 57 -24 32 8.51 0.0000004 1362 285.56
Temporal pole and lateral superior temporal gyrus Right 42 24 -28 4.161 0.0001 689 229.81
Paracentral gyrus and sulcus and postcentral sulcus Right 10 -40 74 3.821 0.0016 914 197.45
Superior frontal gyrus and sulcus Right 12 25 54 3.481 0.0034 528 170.33
Angular gyrus and superior temporal sulcus Right 49 -53 34 5.231 0.0001 1064 148.19

All coordinates are in Talairach space and represent the maximum surface node value for each of the cluster (minimum cluster size: 437 contiguous

surface nodes, each significant at p < .05).

doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.t002

Discussion

This is the first study to investigate the potential relationship between cortical thickness in
healthy adults and the ability to detect statistical structure in non-deterministic sequences of
speech sounds. Our main finding is that the thickness of several cortical areas correlates posi-
tively with sensitivity to statistical structure in auditory syllable sequences.

Given that the cellular and molecular mechanisms that determine CT are complex, and that
structural MRI cannot identify the source of CT variations (e.g. increased neuronal or synaptic
density, increased density in glial cells), the link between brain anatomy and performance can
be interpreted in several ways. Neuronal changes that could affect CT include neurogenesis,
synaptogenesis, increased dendritic formation, neuronal morphology, and neuronal arrange-
ment, as well as the natural processes of synaptic pruning [66, 67]. In the present study, the
relation between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure was positive indicating that thicker
cortex was associated with better performance (i.e. better ability to perceived differences
between statistical structures). More specifically, the whole-brain analyses revealed that
increased sensitivity to statistical structure was associated with thicker cortex in regions that
have been previously associated with the processing of statistical structure using fMRI (i.e.
bilateral AG/pSTS, left PrCG, left MFG), as well as regions typically associated with cognitive
functions such as memory and attentional processes (bilateral SMG, bilateral SFG\S, left vAI).
These findings are discussed in the following paragraphs.

Behavior/CT correlations in areas implicated in statistical processing

Among the regions in which CT co-varied with participant’s sensitivity to statistical structure
for speech, the left ventral IFGpt, the left MTG, the left PrCS, and the bilateral STS are regions
that have previously been linked to the processing of statistical information in auditory and
language stimuli [22, 28, 29, 68]. In particular, prior work suggests that the involvement of the
left ventral IFG might be related to the processing of auditory sequential information. For
example, Nastase [22] reported that the left ventral IFG, a region similar to the one reported in
the current study, differentiated between levels of disorders in auditory sequences of pure
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tones. Clusters of activation within this region have also been reported during musical
sequence processing [69, 70] and rule learning in an artificial language [33, 71]. Taken together,
these findings are consistent with the notion that the left ventral IFG might provide a neural
basis for processing statistical information based on statistical cues (i.e. TP) present in auditory
signals. One possibility is that in the current study, the left ventral IFG relied on TP for the con-
struction of predictions regarding upcoming information in speech sequences.

In addition, we also found a positive correlation between CT and sensitivity to statistical
structure in the left MFG, a region similar to the one reported in Tobia et al., [18] during the
active monitoring of order change in tone sequences. Interestingly, this region was not
recruited during the passive detection of order changes in tone sequences [18] or during the
passive detection of statistical structure in speech and non-speech sounds [23]. This suggests
that attentional demands modulate the network of brain regions involved in the detection of
statistical structure. The correlation between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure within
the left MFG supports the involvement of this region in the explicit evaluation of statistical
structure, but not during passive processing. We also observed a positive correlation in the
bilateral STS, a region that has been associated with the ongoing computation of transitional
probabilities [21, 29]. McNealy et al., [21, 29] have linked the superior temporal plane (includ-
ing STS) to the processing of statistics. In sum, in the current work, which focused on the struc-
tural correlates associated with the explicit assessment of statistical structure, our results
identified a subset of regions that are typically associated with the processing of statistical infor-
mation using fMRL

Behavior/CT correlations in areas implicated in attentional and memory
processes

Interestingly, our results reveal correlations between CT and brain areas traditionally impli-
cated in working memory (e.g., bilateral ventral SMG, SES) [72, 73] and attentional processes
(vAI) [74-76]. For instance, prior work has documented the involvement of the SMG during
the manipulation of sequences of phonemes/syllables in working memory [77, 78] and during
the learning of an artificial language [21, 29]. In experiments investigating the automatic pro-
cessing of auditory syllable sequences with different levels of statistical structure, and in experi-
ments investigating non-verbal auditory sequences, SMG activation is not typically
documented [18, 22, 23], suggesting that the anterior SMG is involved in maintaining phono-
logical information in memory [79]. This hypothesis is supported by the present finding of a
relationship between CT and the processing of sequences of syllables, as the processing of sylla-
ble sequences requires the updating of phonological information in working memory as the
sequence unfolds over time. Similarly, we also found a significant correlation in the bilateral
SES. This might suggest a close relationship between working memory and the ability to detect
changes in statistical structure, given that the bilateral SFS/G is engaged in working memory
[80, 81].

In addition, within the left vAI, thicker CT was associated with greater sensitivity to statisti-
cal structure. While left vAI is not usually associated with the processing of statistical informa-
tion, it is a region that is active across a variety of tasks encompassing a broad range of
processing domains [82, 83], including speech [84], interoceptive awareness [85], and emotions
[86], and it has been associated with the ventral attention network in studies examining
responses to oddball stimuli [87]. It has been suggested that the anterior insula plays a role in
domain-general attention control [76, 88]. Thus, one possibility is that our finding for this
region reflects inter-individual attentional differences whereby individuals with thicker CT
would be better at focusing their attention and, as a result, would be better at detecting
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differences in statistical structure among the three levels of statistical structure. This view is
congruent with the notion that the ability to detect changes in statistical structure relies, at least
partly, on other cognitive functions such as attention and memory [2, 16, 49]. Future studies
are needed to clarify the relationship between attention, memory and statistical information
processing.

Absence of Behavior/CT correlations in areas sensitive to statistics
during passive listening

We note that we did not find correlations between CT and sensitivity to statistical structure
within the functional ROIs based on our previous work, which identified regions in which
brain activation tracked statistical structure during passive listening. Some of these regions (the
right medial transverse temporal gyrus and the bilateral medial transverse temporal sulci) only
tracked statistics only tracked statistical structure in non-speech sounds, while our dependent
measure here was derived from sensitivity to speech sounds (see section Behavioral tasks and
responses for the rationale). However, in our previous work, other regions of the primary audi-
tory cortex, the bilateral lateral transverse temporal gyrus and sulcus and the medial transverse
temporal gyrus, tracked statistical structure regardless of auditory category. Yet, in the present
study, we found no correlation between cortical thickness and sensitivity to statistical structure
within these regions. This lack of correspondence between functional and morphometric data
may reflect the fact that the crux of computations of TP takes place on higher cortical areas of
the processing hierarchy. For instance, one possibility is that Al receives afferent inputs after
regularity has been coded by higher-level regions (e.g. SMG, STS). The predictions generated
in these higher-level regions would then be evaluated against inputs in A1. Hence, while A1
would not necessarily code for statistical structure, the predictions generated by these higher-
level regions would still have an impact on the activity in Al (top-down effect). This is congru-
ent with a recent study by Tobia et al., [28] in which the authors found afferent connectivity
from the superior temporal sulcus to the left A1 during the perception of sequences of tones.
Another possible explanation is that regions involved in the processing of statistical infor-
mation as identified using fMRI do not necessarily correlate with structural differences within
these regions. This is consistent with several studies in the literature investigating brain struc-
ture-function relationships. For instance, Hoeft et al., [48], used fMRI to compare brain activa-
tion associated with visual rhyme judgments in dyslexic adolescents, age-matched and reading-
matched controls. In the dyslexic adolescents, hypoactivations were found within the left infe-
rior parietal lobule (IPL) and the bilateral fusiform/lingual gyri as compared to controls. Inter-
estingly, the hypoactivation in left IPL was the only one that was accompanied by significant
differences in grey matter volume between dyslexic adolescents and age-matched controls (i.e.
smaller grey matter volume in dyslexic adolescents). All other regions of hypoactivations (i.e.
bilateral fusiform) had no relation to brain structure. Similarly, Nyberg et al., [89] reported that
while many cortical regions exhibited less activation as a function of age during a semantic cat-
egorization task, this pattern observed could only be explained in terms of grey matter volume
differences in one of these regions (i.e. right mid-frontal cortex). For the other regions, no rela-
tionship between brain structure and function was found. Relatedly, Kadosh et al., [90] found
variations in brain activation as a function of age during a facial expression detection task in
the left fusiform gyrus and the right inferior temporal gyrus. These variations in brain activa-
tion correlated with white matter volume (WMYV) differences in the left fusiform gyrus and the
right inferior temporal gyrus as well as grey matter volume (GMV) volume differences in the
left fusiform gyrus. A positive correlation between brain activation and age was also found dur-
ing a gaze detection task within the left supramarginal gyrus. This correlation was not related
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to differences in grey or white matter volume in that region. In addition, Tremblay et al., [47]
demonstrated that most age differences in task-related BOLD signal magnitude during speech
tasks are not related to neurostructural changes. Taken together, these results suggest that func-
tional activation is not systematically related to brain structure, or to specific morphometric
measures (e.g. CT, GMV, WMV).

Alternatively, it is also possible that the neural mechanisms associated with passive listening
to statistical regularities (as assessed in our previous fMRI study) are distinct, at least in part,
from the mechanisms underlying active assessment of statistical regularity (as assessed in the
present study). Therefore, while in both studies the same auditory sequences were used, the
nature of the tasks differed (active vs. passive). One possibility is that the brain regions identi-
fied here are ones that utilize attention and memory to process speech sounds; these regions
might not show differential responses to different levels of regularity (as more attentive individ-
uals may do so independent of regularity), but their structure could co-vary with one’s ability
to discriminate levels of regularity. Another possibility is that the regions identified in the func-
tional study are involved in performing low-level ‘chunking’ operations that are linked to the
transition probability structure during online listening, but do not strongly contribute to the
explicit evaluation of overall input disorder.

Overall, our results support the idea that the ability to detect differences in statistical struc-
ture in auditory sequences relies on several different perceptual, cognitive and executive mech-
anisms including attention and memory, in addition to mechanisms more directly related to
statistical structure processing. This idea is supported by the observation that most of the
regions in which CT correlated with sensitivity to statistical structure have been described by
Chen et al. [91] as being part of three different modular CT correlations networks (among the
six modules that were proposed) (see [91, 92], for a recent review). These studies demonstrate
that CT organization follows a modular network structure matching specific functions such as
auditory and language processing. In the current study, we observed significant correlations
within regions involved in higher-level cognitive functions (executive/strategic; Module 1), sen-
sorimotor/spatial functions (Module 2) and auditory processing/language functions (Module
5) [91]. While sensitivity to statistical structure appears to rely, to a large extent, on domain-
general neural resources, the results of the current study cannot distinguish between models
that seek to differentiate the numerous mechanisms underlying sensitivity to statistical struc-
ture. As such, our results are congruent both with models that posit that sensitivity to structure
is the end result of computing transition probabilities [15] as well as with models that propose
that sensitivity to statistical structure is a by-product of “chunking” mechanisms that rely on
memory, attention and associative learning [16].

Conclusion

We detected inter-individual differences in sensitivity to statistical structure in sub-lexical
speech sequences using a behavioral procedure, and at the whole-brain level using vertex mor-
phometry. In addition to showing, for the first time, that sensitivity to statistical structure can
be investigated using surface-based brain morphometry, we also show that the neural system
identified are dominantly cortical and include both specialized and domain-general areas. This
suggests that domain-general regions not specific to auditory or statistical processing support
the ability to detect statistical structure, a mechanism that may play an important part in our
day-to-day life, allowing us to form expectations about future events and using this information
to interact more efficiently with our complex environments. More studies are needed to repli-
cate our findings using larger sample size, and to gain further insights into the complex relation-
ship between brain structure, brain functions, and the processing of statistical information.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 13/19



@’PLOS ‘ ONE

Statistical Information Processing in Speech

Supporting Information

S1 Fig. Cortical thickness results corrected for sex. A. Red: sensitivity to statistics controlled
for age and sex. Yellow: sex effects controlled for age and sensitivity to statistics. B. Overlap
between sex and statistical effects.

(EPS)

S1 Text.
(PDF)

S2 Text.
(DOCX)

Acknowledgments

This study was supported by a research grant from the European Research Council under the
7th framework starting grant program (ERC-STG #263318) to U. Hasson and by grants from
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC #1958126) and
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC #430-2013-1084) to P.
Tremblay. P. Tremblay holds a Career Award from the “Fonds de Recherche du Québec—
Santé” (FRQS). We thank Margaret Moreno for her help collecting data, the MRI staff of the
Functional Neuroimaging Lab at the Center for Mind & Brain Sciences (CIMeC) at the Univer-
sity of Trento, and all the participants. The data presented in this article can be accessed from
the Research Registry of the University of Trento at http://hdl.handle.net/11572/134214

Author Contributions

Conceived and designed the experiments: PT UH. Performed the experiments: PT. Analyzed
the data: PT ID. Wrote the paper: ID PT UH.

References

1. Misyak JB, Christiansen MH. Statistical learning and language: an individual differences study. Lan-
guage Learning. 2012; 62(1):302-31.

2. NegerTM, Rietveld T, Janse E. Relationship between perceptual learning in speech and statistical
learning in younger and older adults. Frontiers in human neuroscience. 2014; 8.

3. Saffran JR, Aslin RN, Newport EL. Statistical learning by 8-month-old infants. Science. 1996; 274
(5294):1926-8. Epub 1996/12/13. PMID: 8943209.

4. Saffran JR, Johnson EK, Aslin RN, Newport EL. Statistical learning of tone sequences by human
infants and adults. Cognition. 1999; 70(1):27-52. PMID: 10193055.

5. Pelucchi B, Hay JF, Saffran JR. Statistical learning in a natural language by 8-month-old infants. Child
development. 2009; 80(3):674—-85. doi: 10.1111/.1467-8624.2009.01290.x PMID: 19489896.

6. Pelucchi B, Hay JF, Saffran JR. Learning in reverse: eight-month-old infants track backward transitional
probabilities. Cognition. 2009; 113(2):244—7. doi: 10.1016/j.cognition.2009.07.011 PMID: 19717144,
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2763958.

7. PenaM, Bonatti LL, Nespor M, Mehler J. Signal-driven computations in speech processing. Science.
2002; 298(5593):604—7. doi: 10.1126/science.1072901 PMID: 12202684.

8. Newport EL, Aslin RN. Learning at a distance . Statistical learning of non-adjacent dependencies.
Cogn Psychol. 2004; 48(2):127-62. PMID: 14732409.

9. Creel SC, Newport EL, Aslin RN. Distant melodies: statistical learning of nonadjacent dependencies in
tone sequences. J Exp Psychol Learn Mem Cogn. 2004; 30(5):1119-30. doi: 10.1037/0278-7393.30.5.
1119 PMID: 15355140.

10. Tillmann B, McAdams S. Implicit learning of musical timbre sequences: statistical regularities con-
fronted with acoustical (dis)similarities. J Exp Psychol Learn Mem Cogn. 2004; 30(5):1131-42. doi: 10.
1037/0278-7393.30.5.1131 PMID: 15355141.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 14/19


http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.s001
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.s002
http://www.plosone.org/article/fetchSingleRepresentation.action?uri=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0149375.s003
http://hdl.handle.net/11572/134214
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8943209
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10193055
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2009.01290.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19489896
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2009.07.011
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19717144
http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1072901
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12202684
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14732409
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.30.5.1119
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.30.5.1119
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15355140
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.30.5.1131
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.30.5.1131
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15355141

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

Statistical Information Processing in Speech

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Gebhart AL, Newport EL, Aslin RN. Statistical learning of adjacent and nonadjacent dependencies
among nonlinguistic sounds. Psychonomic bulletin & review. 2009; 16(3):486—90. doi: 10.3758/PBR.
16.3.486 PMID: 19451373; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2799498.

Conway CM, Christiansen MH. Modality-constrained statistical learning of tactile, visual, and auditory
sequences. J Exp Psychol Learn Mem Cogn. 2005; 31(1):24—39. doi: 10.1037/0278-7393.31.1.24
PMID: 15641902.

Hoch L, Tyler MD, Tillmann B. Regularity of unit length boosts statistical learning in verbal and nonver-
bal artificial languages. Psychonomic bulletin & review. 2013; 20(1):142—7. doi: 10.3758/s13423-012-
0309-8 PMID: 22890871.

Francois C, Schon D. Neural sensitivity to statistical regularities as a fundamental biological process
that underlies auditory learning: the role of musical practice. Hearing research. 2014; 308:122-8. doi:
10.1016/j.heares.2013.08.018 PMID: 24035820.

Saffran JR, Newport EL, Aslin RN. Word segmentation: The role of distributional cues. Journal of mem-
ory and language. 1996; 35(4):606—21.

Perruchet P, Vinter A. PARSER: A model for word segmentation. Journal of Memory and Language.
1998; 39(2):246-63.

Saffran JR, Aslin RN, Newport EL. Statistical learning by 8-month-old infants. Science. 1996; 274
(5294):1926-8. PMID: 8943209

Tobia MJ, lacovella V, Davis B, Hasson U. Neural systems mediating recognition of changes in statisti-
cal regularities. Neurolmage. 2012; 63(3):1730—42. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.08.017 PMID:
22906790.

Cunillera T, Camara E, Toro JM, Marco-Pallares J, Sebastian-Galles N, Ortiz H, et al. Time course and
functional neuroanatomy of speech segmentation in adults. Neurolmage. 2009; 48(3):541-53. doi: 10.
1016/j.neuroimage.2009.06.069 PMID: 19580874.

Overath T, Cusack R, Kumar S, von Kriegstein K, Warren JD, Grube M, et al. An information theoretic
characterisation of auditory encoding. PLoS biology. 2007; 5(11):e288. doi: 10.1371/journal.pbio.
0050288 PMID: 17958472; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2039771.

McNealy K, Mazziotta JC, Dapretto M. The neural basis of speech parsing in children and adults. Dev
Sci. 2010; 13(2):385-406. doi: 10.1111/j.1467-7687.2009.00895.x PMID: 20136936; PubMed Central
PMCID: PMC3229831.

Nastase S, lacovella V, Hasson U. Uncertainty in visual and auditory series is coded by modality-gen-
eral and modality-specific neural systems. Human brain mapping. 2014; 35(4):1111-28. doi: 10.1002/
hbm.22238 PMID: 23408389.

Tremblay P, Baroni M, Hasson U. Processing of speech and non-speech sounds in the supratemporal
plane: Auditory input preference does not predict sensitivity to statistical structure. Neurolmage. 2012;
66C:318-32. Epub 2012/11/03. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.10.055 PMID: 23116815.

Crottaz-Herbette S, Lau KM, Glover GH, Menon V. Hippocampal involvement in detection of deviant
auditory and visual stimuli. Hippocampus. 2005; 15(1):132-9. doi: 10.1002/hipo.20039 PMID:
15390157.

Furl N, Kumar S, Alter K, Durrant S, Shawe-Taylor J, Griffiths TD. Neural prediction of higher-order
auditory sequence statistics. Neurolmage. 2011; 54(3):2267—-77. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.10.
038 PMID: 20970510.

Karuza EA, Newport EL, Aslin RN, Starling SJ, Tivarus ME, Bavelier D. The neural correlates of statisti-
cal learning in a word segmentation task: An fMRI study. Brain and language. 2013; 127(1):46-54.
Epub 2013/01/15. doi: 10.1016/j.bandl.2012.11.007 PMID: 23312790; PubMed Central PMCID:
PMCPmc3750089.

Grahn JA, Rowe JB. Finding and feeling the musical beat: striatal dissociations between detection and
prediction of regularity. Cerebral cortex. 2013; 23(4):913-21. Epub 2012/04/14. doi: 10.1093/cercor/
bhs083 PMID: 22499797; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3593578.

Tobia MJ, lacovella V, Hasson U. Multiple sensitivity profiles to diversity and transition structure in non-
stationary input. Neurolmage. 2012; 60(2):991-1005. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.01.041 PMID:
22285219.

McNealy K, Mazziotta JC, Dapretto M. Cracking the language code: neural mechanisms underlying
speech parsing. The Journal of neuroscience: the official journal of the Society for Neuroscience. 2006;
26(29):7629-39. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5501-05.2006 PMID: 16855090; PubMed Central PMCID:
PMC3713232.

Lehericy S, Benali H, Van de Moortele PF, Pelegrini-Issac M, Waechter T, Ugurbil K, et al. Distinct
basal ganglia territories are engaged in early and advanced motor sequence learning. Proceedings of

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 15/19


http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/PBR.16.3.486
http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/PBR.16.3.486
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19451373
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0278-7393.31.1.24
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15641902
http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/s13423-012-0309-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/s13423-012-0309-8
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22890871
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.heares.2013.08.018
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24035820
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8943209
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.08.017
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22906790
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.06.069
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.06.069
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19580874
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.0050288
http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.0050288
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17958472
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7687.2009.00895.x
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20136936
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hbm.22238
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hbm.22238
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23408389
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.10.055
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23116815
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hipo.20039
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15390157
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.10.038
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.10.038
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20970510
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2012.11.007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23312790
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhs083
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhs083
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22499797
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2012.01.041
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22285219
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5501-05.2006
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16855090

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

Statistical Information Processing in Speech

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42,

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 2005; 102(35):12566—71. doi: 10.
1073/pnas.0502762102 PMID: 16107540; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC1194910.

Dreher JC, Grafman J. The roles of the cerebellum and basal ganglia in timing and error prediction. The
European journal of neuroscience. 2002; 16(8):1609—19. PMID: 12405975.

Kanai R, Rees G. The structural basis of inter-individual differences in human behaviour and cognition.
Nature reviews Neuroscience. 2011; 12(4):231-42. doi: 10.1038/nrn3000 PMID: 21407245.

Lépez-Barroso D, Catani M, Ripollés P, Dell'Acqua F, Rodriguez-Fornells A, de Diego-Balaguer R.
Word learning is mediated by the left arcuate fasciculus. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences. 2013; 110(32):13168-73.

Lopez-Barroso D, de Diego-Balaguer R, Cunillera T, Camara E, Munte TF, Rodriguez-Fornells A. Lan-
guage learning under working memory constraints correlates with microstructural differences in the
ventral language pathway. Cerebral cortex. 2011; 21(12):2742-50. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhr064 PMID:
21527790.

Bermudez P, Lerch JP, Evans AC, Zatorre RJ. Neuroanatomical Correlates of Musicianship as
Revealed by Cortical Thickness and Voxel-Based Morphometry. Cerebral cortex. 2009; 19(7):1583—
96. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhn196 PMID: 19073623

Foster NE, Zatorre RJ. Cortical structure predicts success in performing musical transformation judg-
ments. Neurolmage. 2010; 53(1):26—36. Epub 2010/07/06. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.06.042
PMID: 20600982.

Floel A, de Vries MH, Scholz J, Breitenstein C, Johansen-Berg H. White matter integrity in the vicinity of
Broca's area predicts grammar learning success. Neurolmage. 2009; 47(4):1974-81. Epub 2009/05/
30. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.05.046 PMID: 19477281.

Golestani N, Molko N, Dehaene S, LeBihan D, Pallier C. Brain structure predicts the learning of foreign
speech sounds. Cerebral cortex. 2007; 17(3):575-82. Epub 2006/04/11. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhk001
PMID: 16603709.

Golestani N, Paus T, Zatorre RJ. Anatomical correlates of learning novel speech sounds. Neuron.
2002; 35(5):997-1010. Epub 2002/10/10. PMID: 12372292.

Wong PC, Warrier CM, Penhune VB, Roy AK, Sadehh A, Parrish TB, et al. Volume of left Heschl's
Gyrus and linguistic pitch learning. Cerebral cortex. 2008; 18(4):828—-36. doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhm115
PMID: 17652466; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2805072.

Gaser C, Schlaug G. Brain structures differ between musicians and non-musicians. The Journal of neu-
roscience: the official journal of the Society for Neuroscience. 2003; 23(27):9240-5. Epub 2003/10/10.
PMID: 14534258.

Schneider P, Scherg M, Dosch HG, Specht HJ, Gutschalk A, Rupp A. Morphology of Heschl's gyrus
reflects enhanced activation in the auditory cortex of musicians. Nature neuroscience. 2002; 5(7):688—
94. Epub 2002/06/18. doi: 10.1038/nn871 PMID: 12068300.

Fischl B, Dale AM. Measuring the thickness of the human cerebral cortex from magnetic resonance
images. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America. 2000; 97
(20):11050-5. Epub 2000/09/14. doi: 10.1073/pnas.200033797 PMID: 10984517; PubMed Central
PMCID: PMC27146.

Fischl B, Sereno MI, Dale AM. Cortical surface-based analysis: II: Inflation, flattening, and a surface-
based coordinate system. Neurolmage. 1999; 9(2):195-207. PMID: 9931269

Richardson FM, Thomas MS, Filippi R, Harth H, Price CJ. Contrasting effects of vocabulary knowledge
on temporal and parietal brain structure across lifespan. Journal of cognitive neuroscience. 2010; 22
(5):943-54. Epub 2009/04/16. doi: 10.1162/jocn.2009.21238 PMID: 19366285; PubMed Central
PMCID: PMC2860571.

Maguire EA, Gadian DG, Johnsrude IS, Good CD, Ashburner J, Frackowiak RS, et al. Navigation-
related structural change in the hippocampi of taxi drivers. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of the United States of America. 2000; 97(8):4398-403. Epub 2000/03/15. doi: 10.1073/pnas.
070039597 PMID: 10716738; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC18253.

Tremblay P, Dick AS, Small SL. Functional and structural aging of the speech sensorimotor neural sys-
tem: functional magnetic resonance imaging evidence. Neurobiology of aging. 2013; 34(8):1935-51.
doi: 10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2013.02.004 PMID: 23523270; PubMed Central PMCID:
PMCPMC3651767.

Hoeft F, Meyler A, Hernandez A, Juel C, Taylor-Hill H, Martindale JL, et al. Functional and morphomet-
ric brain dissociation between dyslexia and reading ability. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of the United States of America. 2007; 104(10):4234-9. doi: 10.1073/pnas.0609399104 PMID:
17360506; PubMed Central PMCID: PMCPMC1820738.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 16/19


http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0502762102
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0502762102
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16107540
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12405975
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrn3000
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21407245
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhr064
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21527790
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhn196
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19073623
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.06.042
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20600982
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.05.046
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19477281
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhk001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16603709
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12372292
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhm115
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17652466
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14534258
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nn871
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12068300
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.200033797
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10984517
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9931269
http://dx.doi.org/10.1162/jocn.2009.21238
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19366285
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.070039597
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.070039597
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10716738
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neurobiolaging.2013.02.004
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23523270
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.0609399104
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17360506

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

Statistical Information Processing in Speech

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

Toro JM, Sinnett S, Soto-Faraco S. Speech segmentation by statistical learning depends on attention.
Cognition. 2005; 97(2):B25-B34. doi: 10.1016/j.cognition.2005.01.006 PMID: 16226557

Oldfield RC. The assessment and analysis of handedness: the Edinburgh inventory. Neuropsycholo-
gia. 1971; 9(1):97-113. Epub 1971/03/01. PMID: 5146491.

Hasson U, Nusbaum HC, Small SL. Repetition suppression for spoken sentences and the effect of task
demands. Journal of cognitive neuroscience. 2006; 18(12):2013-29. Epub 2006/11/30. PMID:
17129188.

Henson RN, Rugg MD. Neural response suppression, haemodynamic repetition effects, and beha-
vioural priming. Neuropsychologia. 2003; 41(3):263-70. Epub 2002/11/30. PMID: 12457752.

Todorovic A, de Lange FP. Repetition suppression and expectation suppression are dissociable in time
in early auditory evoked fields. The Journal of neuroscience: the official journal of the Society for Neuro-
science. 2012; 32(39):13389-95. Epub 2012/09/28. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2227-12.2012 PMID:
23015429.

Cronbach LJ. Coefficient alpha and the internal structure of tests. psychometrika. 1951; 16(3):297—
334.

Dale AM, Fischl B, Sereno MI. Cortical surface-based analysis. |. Segmentation and surface recon-
struction. Neurolmage. 1999; 9(2):179-94. Epub 1999/02/05. doi: 10.1006/nimg.1998.0395 PMID:
9931268.

Fischl B, Sereno MI, Dale AM. Cortical surface-based analysis. II: Inflation, flattening, and a surface-
based coordinate system. Neurolmage. 1999; 9(2):195-207. Epub 1999/02/05. doi: 10.1006/nimg.
1998.0396 PMID: 9931269.

Fischl B, van der Kouwe A, Destrieux C, Halgren E, Segonne F, Salat DH, et al. Automatically parcellat-
ing the human cerebral cortex. Cerebral cortex. 2004; 14(1):11-22. Epub 2003/12/05. PMID:
14654453.

Destrieux C, Fischl B, Dale A, Halgren E. Automatic parcellation of human cortical gyri and sulci using
standard anatomical nomenclature. Neurolmage. 2010; 53(1):1—15. Epub 2010/06/16. doi: 10.1016/j.
neuroimage.2010.06.010 PMID: 20547229; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2937159.

Duvernoy HM. The human brain: surface, three-dimensional sectional anatomy with MRI, and blood
supply. New York: Springer-Wien; 1991.

Desikan RS, Segonne F, Fischl B, Quinn BT, Dickerson BC, Blacker D, et al. An automated labeling
system for subdividing the human cerebral cortex on MRI scans into gyral based regions of interest.
Neurolmage. 2006; 31(3):968—-80. Epub 2006/03/15. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2006.01.021 PMID:
16530430.

Fischl B, Salat DH, Busa E, Albert M, Dieterich M, Haselgrove C, et al. Whole brain segmentation: auto-
mated labeling of neuroanatomical structures in the human brain. Neuron. 2002; 33(3):341-55. Epub
2002/02/08. PMID: 11832223.

Saad ZS, Reynolds RC. Suma. Neuroimage. 2012; 62(2):768-73. Epub 2011/09/29. doi: 10.1016/j.
neuroimage.2011.09.016 PMID: 21945692; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3260385.

Fjell AM, Walhovd KB, Fennema-Notestine C, McEvoy LK, Hagler DJ, Holland D, et al. One-year brain

atrophy evident in healthy aging. The Journal of neuroscience: the official journal of the Society for Neu-
roscience. 2009; 29(48):15223-31. Epub 2009/12/04. doi: 10.1523/JNEUROSCI.3252-09.2009 PMID:
19955375; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2827793.

Westlye LT, Walhovd KB, Dale AM, Espeseth T, Reinvang |, Raz N, et al. Increased sensitivity to
effects of normal aging and Alzheimer's disease on cortical thickness by adjustment for local variability
in gray/white contrast: a multi-sample MRI study. Neurolmage. 2009; 47(4):1545-57. Epub 2009/06/
09. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.05.084 PMID: 19501655; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2828679.

Han X, Jovicich J, Salat D, van der Kouwe A, Quinn B, Czanner S, et al. Reliability of MRI-derived mea-
surements of human cerebral cortical thickness: the effects of field strength, scanner upgrade and man-
ufacturer. Neurolmage. 2006; 32(1):180-94. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2006.02.051 PMID: 16651008.

Collins CE, Airey DC, Young NA, Leitch DB, Kaas JH. Neuron densities vary across and within cortical
areas in primates. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America.
2010; 107(36):15927-32. Epub 2010/08/28. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1010356107 PMID: 20798050;
PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2936588.

Zatorre RJ, Fields RD, Johansen-Berg H. Plasticity in gray and white: neuroimaging changes in brain
structure during learning. Nature neuroscience. 2012; 15(4):528-36. Epub 2012/03/20. doi: 10.1038/
nn.3045 PMID: 22426254.

Karuza EA, Newport EL, Aslin RN, Starling SJ, Tivarus ME, Bavelier D. The neural correlates of statisti-
cal learning in a word segmentation task: An fMRI study. Brain and language. 2013. doi: 10.1016/j.
bandl.2012.11.007 PMID: 23312790.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 17/19


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2005.01.006
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16226557
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/5146491
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17129188
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12457752
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2227-12.2012
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23015429
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.1998.0395
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9931268
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.1998.0396
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.1998.0396
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9931269
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14654453
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.06.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2010.06.010
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20547229
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2006.01.021
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16530430
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11832223
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2011.09.016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2011.09.016
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21945692
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.3252-09.2009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19955375
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2009.05.084
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19501655
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2006.02.051
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16651008
http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1010356107
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20798050
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nn.3045
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nn.3045
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22426254
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2012.11.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2012.11.007
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23312790

@’PLOS ‘ ONE

Statistical Information Processing in Speech

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

Koelsch S, Fritz T, Schulze K, Alsop D, Schlaug G. Adults and children processing music: an fMRI
study. Neurolmage. 2005; 25(4):1068-76. doi: 10.1016/j.neuroimage.2004.12.050 PMID: 15850725.

Tillmann B, Janata P, Bharucha JJ. Activation of the inferior frontal cortex in musical priming. Brain Res
Cogn Brain Res. 2003; 16(2):145-61. PMID: 12668222.

Petersson K-M, Folia V, Hagoort P. What artificial grammar learning reveals about the neurobiology of
syntax. Brain and language. 2012; 120(2):83-95. doi: 10.1016/j.band|.2010.08.003 PMID: 20943261

Celsis P, Boulanouar K, Doyon B, Ranjeva JP, Berry |, Nespoulous JL, et al. Differential fMRI
responses in the left posterior superior temporal gyrus and left supramarginal gyrus to habituation and
change detection in syllables and tones. Neurolmage. 1999; 9(1):135-44. Epub 1999/01/27. PMID:
9918735.

Church JA, Balota DA, Petersen SE, Schlaggar BL. Manipulation of Length and Lexicality Localizes the
Functional Neuroanatomy of Phonological Processing in Adult Readers. Journal of cognitive neurosci-
ence. 2010; 23(6):1475-93. doi: 10.1162/jocn.2010.21515 PMID: 20433237

Hopfinger JB, Buonocore MH, Mangun GR. The neural mechanisms of top-down attentional control.
Nature neuroscience. 2000; 3(3):284—91. doi: 10.1038/72999 PMID: 10700262.

Mizuno K, Tanaka M, Tanabe HC, Sadato N, Watanabe Y. The neural substrates associated with atten-
tional resources and difficulty of concurrent processing of the two verbal tasks. Neuropsychologia.
2012; 50(8):1998-2009. Epub 2012/05/11. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2012.04.025 PMID:
22571931.

Nelson SM, Dosenbach NU, Cohen AL, Wheeler ME, Schlaggar BL, Petersen SE. Role of the anterior
insula in task-level control and focal attention. Brain structure & function. 2010; 214(5-6):669—-80. Epub
2010/06/01. doi: 10.1007/s00429-010-0260-2 PMID: 20512372; PubMed Central PMCID:
PMC2886908.

Ravizza SM, Delgado MR, Chein JM, Becker JT, Fiez JA. Functional dissociations within the inferior
parietal cortex in verbal working memory. Neurolmage. 2004; 22(2):562—73. PMID: 15193584

Deschamps |, Baum SR, Gracco VL, editors. On the role of the dorsal auditory stream: syllable onset
complexity in speech perception and speech production. Neurobiology of Language Conference; 2011;
Washington, USA.

Deschamps |, Baum SR, Gracco VL. On the role of the supramarginal gyrus in phonological processing
and verbal working memory: evidence from rTMS studies. Neuropsychologia. 2014; 53:39-46. Epub
2013/11/05. doi: 10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2013.10.015 PMID: 24184438.

Braver TS, Cohen JD, Nystrom LE, Jonides J, Smith EE, Noll DC. A Parametric Study of Prefrontal Cor-
tex Involvement in Human Working Memory. Neurolmage. 1997; 5(1):49-62. doi: 10.1006/nimg.1996.
0247 PMID: 9038284

Bledowski C, Rahm B, Rowe JB. What “works” in working memory? Separate systems for selection
and updating of critical information. The Journal of Neuroscience. 2009; 29(43):13735—41. doi: 10.
1523/JNEUROSCI.2547-09.2009 PMID: 19864586

Duncan J, Owen AM. Common regions of the human frontal lobe recruited by diverse cognitive
demands. Trends in neurosciences. 2000; 23(10):475-83. Epub 2000/09/28. PMID: 11006464.

Dosenbach NU, Visscher KM, Palmer ED, Miezin FM, Wenger KK, Kang HC, et al. A core system for
the implementation of task sets. Neuron. 2006; 50(5):799—-812. Epub 2006/05/30. doi: 10.1016/].
neuron.2006.04.031 PMID: 16731517; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC3621133.

Bilodeau-Mercure M, Lortie CL, Sato M, Guitton MJ, Tremblay P. The neurobiology of speech percep-
tion decline in aging. Brain structure & function. 2014. Epub 2014/01/10. doi: 10.1007/s00429-013-
0695-3 PMID: 24402675.

Critchley HD, Wiens S, Rotshtein P, Ohman A, Dolan RJ. Neural systems supporting interoceptive
awareness. Nature neuroscience. 2004; 7(2):189-95. Epub 2004/01/20. doi: 10.1038/nn1176 PMID:
14730305.

Phan KL, Wager T, Taylor SF, Liberzon I. Functional neuroanatomy of emotion: a meta-analysis of
emotion activation studies in PET and fMRI. Neurolmage. 2002; 16(2):331-48. Epub 2002/05/29. doi:
10.1006/nimg.2002.1087 PMID: 12030820.

Kim H. Involvement of the dorsal and ventral attention networks in oddball stimulus processing: a meta-
analysis. Human brain mapping. 2014; 35(5):2265-84. Epub 2013/08/01. doi: 10.1002/hbm.22326
PMID: 23900833.

Tremblay P, Deschamps I. Structural brain aging and speech production: a surface-based brain mor-
phometry study. Brain structure & function. Submitted and revised.

Nyberg L, Salami A, Andersson M, Eriksson J, Kalpouzos G, Kauppi K, et al. Longitudinal evidence for
diminished frontal cortex function in aging. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 18/19


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuroimage.2004.12.050
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15850725
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12668222
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bandl.2010.08.003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20943261
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9918735
http://dx.doi.org/10.1162/jocn.2010.21515
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20433237
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/72999
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10700262
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2012.04.025
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22571931
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00429-010-0260-2
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20512372
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15193584
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuropsychologia.2013.10.015
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24184438
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.1996.0247
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.1996.0247
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/9038284
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2547-09.2009
http://dx.doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.2547-09.2009
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19864586
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11006464
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuron.2006.04.031
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neuron.2006.04.031
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16731517
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00429-013-0695-3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00429-013-0695-3
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24402675
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nn1176
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14730305
http://dx.doi.org/10.1006/nimg.2002.1087
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12030820
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hbm.22326
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23900833

el e
@ : PLOS ‘ ONE Statistical Information Processing in Speech

United States of America. 2010; 107(52):22682—6. doi: 10.1073/pnas.1012651108 PMID: 21156826;
PubMed Central PMCID: PMCPMC3012514.

90. Cohen Kadosh K, Johnson MH, Dick F, Cohen Kadosh R, Blakemore SJ. Effects of age, task perfor-
mance, and structural brain development on face processing. Cerebral cortex. 2013; 23(7):1630—42.
doi: 10.1093/cercor/bhs150 PMID: 22661406; PubMed Central PMCID: PMCPMC3446867.

91. ChenZJ,HeY, Rosa-Neto P, Germann J, Evans AC. Revealing modular architecture of human brain
structural networks by using cortical thickness from MRI. Cerebral cortex. 2008; 18(10):2374—81. doi:
10.1093/cercor/bhn003 PMID: 18267952; PubMed Central PMCID: PMC2733312.

92. Alexander-Bloch A, Giedd JN, Bullmore E. Imaging structural co-variance between human brain
regions. Nature reviews Neuroscience. 2013; 14(5):322-36. Epub 2013/03/28. doi: 10.1038/nrn3465
PMID: 23531697.

PLOS ONE | DOI:10.1371/journal.pone.0149375 February 26, 2016 19/19


http://dx.doi.org/10.1073/pnas.1012651108
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21156826
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhs150
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22661406
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/cercor/bhn003
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18267952
http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/nrn3465
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23531697

